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4 little words ‘We have a match
-|n|t|ate Iong hoped for phone call

- The Arl'zo‘na Dally Star : o she brought him in to me,” Sherry said,

' i ‘ a s After holding her son for 15 minutes, a nursing. -

: ne- - cold, ° wet. home official walked in and was furious that the...

: morning less than rules had been broken.
o two . weeks. ago; ““That was the last time ever saw htm," Sherry
 +Tucsonan. Sherry Smith

- picked up the phone. - -

“It "wa$- this - man-|

: whose volée TI'd never
‘heard before;”shé said.

T -“Are - you - Sherry
Smith, and were.you born
‘Feb. 22,:1947?" he aSked

" “Yes..
- “Did you have a son

said.
“I'm sure that the nurse who brought him to me ,
. got into trouble, but I could thank her a million~ -
times over for it — lt sa memory that I've. carried
with me.” ' e
She saw Eric's father once after he was born. .
and they went their separate ways. - o
“We were so young," she said.

" »

Later, she was married, had two children, who f .

‘Ed Sev rson |

named Brian Kevin — = are now grown, and was divorced. Since then she'
. Willard, who was born June 23, 1964"" has remarried. Her memory of those 15 minutes™
“Yes . with her son has continued to burn inside her. " - 1
. .The voice belonged to Brian — now Eric | “I've spent 27 years not talking about thisand .+ -
-~ Hargrave — a son she had seen for only 15 minutes, keeping it quiet, then dyinga thousand deaths eVery
- the day after he was born 27 years'ago. .- - time his birthday came around,” she said, i
' “His voice was so'beautiful,” shesald, =~ - Last:Christmas, Bill ran another adin this. - -
_ She might never have heard it if she hadn't _paper: -
read an'ad placed by another young man that ‘ Y’ . . ha
appeared in this paper m 1990 : o ' TG TﬂgiseﬂﬂtSHihmtly thia: esggger

Readmg that was enough to brlng to the su
. all of the reehngs that Sherry had tried to. hlde
years, :
ST e o , In a “Dear Abby” column, she had spotted
-She.couldn’t tell Bill Woodham; who had placed -~ namé of a Nevada organtzatlon called Internatio
© . the ad, where his mother was, but she could tetl him Soundex Registry Reunion, an organizatlon‘ at ==
~'how his mother might feel.: Lo - matches.children and their blood relattves She go
*“I-wrote him a-letter to give him a personal - in touch with them. e
_,,p'erspectlve to let him know my pomt of view, why After so.many-years, the results were .
e _ ~ E— -' . astonishmg '
: T ;mailed' itthe. th1rd of the month, they
MERRY CHRISTMAS A.:ed itth 4 Xth an lmmediately the
TOTHEMOTHER -~ = = - iais sitting the e

mother had read and had contacted the organtzati
three years before

when she'd gotten Pregnant by a'boy with whom : &, sald Sherry’
she'd been going steady for two years. ' -t was hypnotic —it's hard to explatn It just
© “Iwasvery much in love with Briap's tather," - roAld somethingtome.” '
"~ - ghe sald. : ~ - [ Asfor Eric; hé most wanted to Know it she d
" She was sent to a home for unwed mothers. - even thought ot him, '
“My parents did what they thought was the best I've always wondered on my l}lrthday —1d -
- thing they could for everyone concerned,” she said. - g:;‘l,‘; - h:;‘(’ie" had me had to be thinking of that .

- - She-made the-decision to give up her child, - ‘
_“Ihad no ]ob,nowhere to go, no anythlng," she Adoptive parents encouraged search .

said. . S They talked for nearly.two hours, and for

“What do you do"" IR S Sherry the most erjoyable part was. hearing about =+
For the other young women in the home, itwas- . what had happened during all those years since she . -
thesame. . .. e had held him, ' Hh
. : “They all Cried, and they all loved thelr : e “When ‘a birth mother giv “p her baby {or- ’ lg{el mi
. ‘bables," she said of those. WhQ save them up fﬂl‘ i adoption, they always tell her that they're goingtoa . the &9
-~ adoption. “feally good home, but you ‘really don'tknow,” - - ¢ 8T€ Al
“It’s probably the hardest thtng you'll ever- do » Sherrysaid. - .. Bu
. L ' “But his parents did such a wondertul job of her.exp
: Held son for 15 mlnutes L : raising him.” - L gy
. After Sherry’s:son was born, she was not ' . 'And his adoptive parents encouraged him 1n his  ~ found E
© permitied to have any contact wlth her child. L eft’orts to seek out his birth mother. .. .newspa

. “A nurse didn’t agree with the house rule, and Ertc, marrled and the production manager of a: o T



now that he her, Cecil settled it by saying,
“Hell, she’s your mother — call her mother.”

Sherry, who is uncomfortable talklng about
erself, said;“Maybe there’sa lot of other women
like myself, who wouldn’t do anything (about ﬂndlng
thelr children) other than think aboutit, but thlngs

s ‘f. are starting to.come: out ln the open.” -

But above all, stie hopes that an artlcle about .
heriexperlence might-help Bill,

0 fbund Eric,” she said, iooking at the year-old
.newspaper-she had saved. ;
: “Tms poor man has been searchlng so hard for
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“his mother that he believes lives here in Tucson.” -/

“The paperwork I've got mentions.thafmy o
father was stationed at the air base in Tucson,” Bl o

: sald from his Troy, Ala., home.

Bill knows that he’s of Scottish 'éncestry and

' that he has his grandmother’s‘eyes; his

grandfather’s mechanical ability; his‘father's nose
and his mother’s eyeslght But he doesn’t know his
mother’s name.-

. "In the state of Arlzona, baslcally the only way

“+ . you can find out about your birth parents is u you're

dead or dying,” he said. :
. .He said the Woodhams are hls tamily and they ‘

. wiil always be his family.

“Buyt there are ways that I am riot like them,

** which makes me different from them.”
If he hadn’t placed this ad, T would never have e d m

And now that he has a newborn son, Wllilam v

" Lee, he wants to know mare about his heritagesohe - .. -

See REUNION, Page 6C



Reumon
 Contlriued from Page 1C -

: “can pass it along, .
- He is provid of belng a Woodham and knows hls son
II'be proud also.

L . A )

“But rn also say, 'You also have this Scottish; a&ges-' 2312,

try that dates way back beyond the Roman Empire,’” - -
"~ Possibly someone in Tucson can help him fill in the
blanks in his life, g

For those who want to get in touch with Blll Wood ;
ham, his address is 116-B Murphree St., Troy;. Ala. .
36081. His phone number is (205) 566-6580. o :

The address of ISRR: talntematwnal SoundesiRe
istry Reunion, P.O. Box 2312, Carson-City, Nevi8ii2o;




